NEW ROCHELLE
a Celebration of

325

years

In the Beginning….

1654
Thomas Pell buys Pelham
Manor tract from the Siwanoy
Indians, a tribe of the
Mohegan nation.
1673
The first New York-Boston
postal service through New
Rochelle begins January 23rd.
Mail carriers on horseback follow the rugged Westchester
path.
1685
In France the Edict
of Nantes – which granted
freedom from religious
persecution – is revoked by
Louis XIV, and hundreds of
thousands of French
Protestants, or Huguenots,
flee their country. Many
embark at the port at
La Rochelle for the crossing
to the French West Indies.

1687
6,000 acres of land – and a
donation of 100 acres for a
French church – are purchased
by Jacob Leisler, a wealthy
merchant acting as agent for
the Huguenots, from Thomas
Pell’s nephew, John.
1688
The French Huguenots
begin settling in what is now
New Rochelle, traveling from
New York City by oxen cart or
small sailing vessels.
1689
John and Rachell Pell
officially deed the 6,100
acres of New Rochelle to
Jacob Leisler. The deed
requires “As an Acknowledgement to the Lord of the said
Manor one Fatt Calfe on
every fouer and twentieth day
of June Yearly and every Year
forever (if demanded).”

1690
The Huguenots begin
purchasing parcels of land
from Leisler, including the
Huguenot Burying Ground
parcel, located at what is now
Union and Division Streets.
1692
The French church is built
near the present site of Trinity
Church. The first pastor is
David DeBonrepos.

A French Farming Village
1693
New Rochelle is subdivided
into plots for Huguenot
settlers. The New Yorkto-Boston Post Road runs
through the center of the
settlement, along what is
now Huguenot Street. “The
Middle Road” splits the
territory and is laid out at
right angles to the Post Road,
forming what is now
North Avenue.
1700
Peter Faneuil is born in New
Rochelle on June 20th. The
land his family farmed lies
beneath today’s Wykagyl
Country Club. He would
become one of the wealthiest
colonists and build a large
hall in Boston that would
be used as a meeting place:
Faneuil Hall, “The Cradle of
the Revolution.”

1704
Madame Sarah Kimble Knight
travels on horseback from
Boston to New York, writing
in her diary: “We set out for
New Rochelle where being
come we had good Entertainment and Recruited ourselves very well. This is a very
pretty place well compact
and good handsome houses,
clean, good passable roads,
and situated on a Navigable
River, abundance of land well
fined and cleared all along
we passed, which caused me
a Love of the place, which I
could have been content to
live in it.”
1709
Most of the Huguenot settlers
are Calvinists and conform to
the liturgy of the established
Church of England; their
place of worship, Trinity-St.
Paul’s Church, still stands at
the corner of Huguenot and
Division Streets. The Dissenters from this group form what
will become the First
Presbyterian Church of
New Rochelle.

1724
Rev. Pierre Stouppe establishes a private School in
his parsonage. Students
include Philip Schuyler, a
Revolutionary war general
and John Jay (right), the first
Supreme Court Justice.
Instruction was given both
in English and French.
Anthony Lispenard acquires
Davenport Neck and builds a
mill dam located at the foot
of Water Street. Remnants
survive today, at Titus Mill
Pond.
1738
Last recorded entries in
French on Town records.
1754
Ferry service begins between
New Rochelle and Cow Neck
(now Manhasset Cove, on
Long Island). Much later,
the “Huguenot” ferry will
provide service between
New Rochelle and Sea Cliff,
Long Island.
1772
On June 25th stagecoach
service between New York
and Boston begins. The
coach can accommodate
11 passengers and a driver.

The Revolutionary War Years
1775
General Washington
stops in New Rochelle on his
way to assume command of
the Army of the United
Colonies in Cambridge,
Massachusetts.
1776
In October, the British Army
occupies New Rochelle and
Larchmont. General Sir
William Howe establishes
headquarters on the heights
above North Avenue opposite
Eastchester Road. The British
leave New Rochelle on October 25th, clogging available
roads and leaving destruction
behind. Two days later, the
Battle of White Plains will
bring victory to the British
but allow Washington to
regroup his troops.
During the British occupation
martial law prohibits burials
in the town graveyard: Isaac
Coutant is forced to bur his
mother on his farm. The
Coutant Cemetery, located
on the corner of Eastchester
Road and Webster Avenue
today, continues to be a
burial site for Coutant
descendants.

1779
Skirmish between British
and American troops on
what is now Main Street and
the Old Post Road, near
Lispenard Avenue.
Continental troops repulse
an attack by British and
Tories, with casualties on
both sides.

1777
Ferris’ Tavern, located
near the present-day Marina,
becomes a popular gathering
spot for whale boatmen
(War supporters) and Shubel
Merritt and his “Skinners,”
who claimed loyalty to the
patriot side whenever convenient. A celebrated spy,
Enoch Crosby (above), is
believed to have frequented
this tavern.

1783
As the war winds down
the people of New Rochelle
resume farming and return to
local government affairs. On
June 24th, voters are asked
to select their officials freely.
At a meeting held in Gilbert
Brush’s tavern, a Town Clerk
is elected; he is also one of
four chosen to be Overseer
of the Poor.
1784
Thomas Paine is granted
a 300-acre farm in New
Rochelle by the State of
New York in recognition of
his eminent services in the
cause of independence.

1790
First national census shows
New Rochelle with 692
residents. 136 were Negroes,
of which 36 were freemen.
French is no longer spoken.
1795
An act of State Legislature
provides funds for schools;
when children are not needed
to help with farm work, they
meet at various homes for
lessons.
1798
First United States Post
Office in New Rochelle is
established.

19th Century Changes
1802
A tollhouse (right) is
constructed across the
Westchester Turnpike (now
Main Street), opposite the
present Everett Street. Each
horse and rider paid four
cents, each horse-drawn
carriage, ten cents. All tolls
are discontinued in 1867
and Main Street becomes the
town’s principal street with
taverns and stores.
1839
At the age of 19,
Susan B. Anthony,
who would become
the crusader for woman
suffrage, teaches at
Eunice Kenyon’s
Boarding School in
New Rochelle.

1805
The Middle School, New
Rochelle’s first public school,
is established at North Avenue
and Eastchester Road.
1814
The Colored People’s
Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church is founded.

1799
To show gratitude for
saving her life, Hannah
Pugsley frees her slave,
also named Hannah Pugsley.
The latter becomes the
matriarch of a long line of
New Rochelle descendants.
The present-day PalmerPotter Avenue area will carry
the name “Pugsley Hollow”
until the mid-1900’s.

1801
The Mott family, Quakers who
first operated a mill at Pryer’s
Bridge, build Premium Mill,
said to be the country’s largest. Embargoes and blockades during the War of 1812
and the opening of the Erie
Canal cause the industry to
decline. Lucretia Mott forms
an anti-slavery society in
1833 and later champions
the woman’s suffrage movement. (The Mott home in
New Rochelle may have
been used as a stop on the
underground railroad.)

1842
Separate school for
“colored children” is
established in
New Rochelle.

1820
Census shows 150
Negroes in New Rochelle,
six were slaves.
1824
New Rochelle’s first Town
House is built on the corner
of the present Memorial
Highway and Main Street.

1829
Caroline LeRoy, the
daughter of Herman LeRoy,
marries Daniel Webster,
the country’s great orator
and champion of Liberty and
Union. Caroline spends the
latter part of her life at her
father’s popular hotel, the
Le Roy House, located near
Centre Avenue and
Main Street.

Resort Destination
1845
The city has become a
popular resort: Hundreds
of vacationers visit, and
steamboats frequently
discharge passengers and
goods at the foot of Town
Dock Road, making the area
a commercial center. A visitor,
C.F. Rice, writes: “…In point
of salubrity and picturesque
scenery it is not surpassed by
any in America. The accommodations are of the most
excellent description…”

1846
Construction of the New
Haven Railroad begins,
primarily employing Irish
workers.
1848
The first pilot train barrels
through New Rochelle on
Christmas Day. Seven days
later, the first passengers
board from the New
Rochelle station.

1860
“The New Rochelle Pioneer,”
the city’s first significant
newspaper, begins publication. The newspaper will
continue under various owners until 1920. Its eventual
home on Lawton Street, the
“Pioneer Building,” is listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1983.

1855
Simeon Leland, a wealthy
New York hotelier, completes
the 60-room “Castleview”
to use as a summer home.
Charles Dickens and the
Prince of Wales are among
the notables to visit Leland’s
home. Today “Leland’s
Castle” is used as an administration building for the
College of New Rochelle.
1857
New Rochelle establishes
a village within the town:
The village area extends from
the shoreline to just north of
the present Lincoln Avenue
and encompasses 1,707
people. The total population
of the Town of New Rochelle
is nearly 3,000. Both local
governments meet in the
Town Hall on Main Street.

1861
New Rochelle’s first fire service
organized. The Enterprise Hook/
Ladder/ Bucket Company#1 is
manned by volunteers.

Civil War Era
1861
New Rochelle coffers are
nearly bankrupted when
the town pays $100,000 in
bounty money to keep their
men from fighting in the Civil
War. In all, 26 New Rochelle
men volunteer to serve in the
Civil War; all but one return
home alive. The Grand Army
Republic Post is named in
honor of John Flandreau,
who died of Typhoid on
the battlefield.
1862
The United States Government leases Davids Island
from Thaddeus Davids, a
manufacturer of ink and a
Sutton Manor resident.
DeCamp Hospital is established on the island to house
hundreds of Confederate
wounded Prisoners of War.
The island is purchased for
military purposes in 1867
and later becomes part of
the defenses of
New York City.

1879
John H. Starin, former
U.S. Congressman and
New York transportation
king, buys five islands, names
them Glen Island and creates
one of the first theme parks
open to the public. His 12
steamboats transport
hundreds of thousands from
New York City to the park’s
attractions which include a
zoo, a natural history
museum, a railway, a German
castle with a beer garden, a
bathing beach, and a Chinese
pagoda. A chain ferry
transports visitors from
a mainland dock.
DeCamp Hospital

1863
The Irish Benevolent
Society is formed to assist
the hundreds of new Irish
immigrants facing significant
discrimination.
1865
There are now 3,968 inhabitants in New Rochelle; almost
30 per cent are foreign-born.
More than 800 are Irish and
200 are German. Most of the
Germans work in a brewery
located in the western part of
New Rochelle.
1871
City Hall opens on Main
Street on March 22nd,
replacing the original
Town Hall.

Thaddeus Davids

John Starin

1873
On October 1, Yom Kippur
is observed by several New
Rochelle merchants and
their families who comprise
the Jewish community.
The service, conducted by
Mr. Goldfogle, is held in
an empty lot on the
corner of Mechanic and
Huguenot Streets.

Little Germany, Glen Island

The Gilded Age
1892
In a small wood house
off Huguenot Street, the
New Rochelle Hospital
first opens, but is quickly
outgrown.

1880
The New Rochelle
Rowing Club, the first of
many shore clubs, is
established.
1881
During a city-wide
epidemic of small pox,
a city Board of Health
is created.
1886
New Rochelle
purchases Hudson Park
from Alexander Hudson
for $38,000. The New
Rochelle and Pelham
Railway Co. and the
New Rochelle Street
Horse Railway Co. are
organized: Horse drawn
trolleys make local
travel more convenient.

The New Rochelle Public
Library starts as a room
in Trinity School, on
Trinity Place.
New Rochelle Hospital

1888
The Great Blizzard buries
New Rochelle. The city
is marooned from the
outside world, as 11 to
15 foot snow drifts make
streets impassable.
Bethesda Baptist Church
is established.
1889
Governor Theodore
Roosevelt signs a bill
creating a New Rochelle
City Charter: The Village
and Town of New Rochelle
are now one central
government.

Blessed Sacrament Church

The Town of New
Rochelle names its first
police officers. Formerly
constables, the four are
issued brass-buttoned
blue coats and high gray
helmets and William
Conklin became the
first captain.
Entrance to Rose Hill Nurseries

Bethesda Baptist Church dedicated its building on
Winyah Avenue (now Lincoln) in 1918

1895
The New Church of
Blessed Sacrament is
erected on Centre Avenue,
replacing one which was
destroyed by lightning in
1890. The first Roman
Catholic church in New
Rochelle, the Church of
St. Mathew, had been
built in 1848 and stood
on Drake Avenue, near
St Joseph’s Street.

1890s
Rose Hill Gardens,
located on what is now
Rose Hill Avenue, becomes
one of the largest botanical
gardens in the country.
The first orchid in the
United States is
cultivated here.

Entering the 20th Century
1896
David’s Island is re-named
“Fort Slocum” after General
Henry Warner Slocum, a
Civil War officer. Fort
Slocum becomes the
largest recruiting depot
east of the Mississippi,
with the greatest use
during World War I and II.

General Henry
Warner Slocum

Anshe Sholom, an Orthodox
synagogue, receives charter
from the State of New York.
The first synagogue in
New Rochelle, it is built
on Bonnefoy Place in 1903.
During the 1950s, the
present Anshe Sholom
synagogue on North Avenue
will replace the original
structure.

1898
During the Spanish-American
War New Rochelle’s American
Red Cross volunteers sew
flags, towels and bandages
and help solicit donations.
1899
New Rochelle is incorporated
as a city. The new city
charter designates four wards,
a board of aldermen, (two
from each ward) and 10
elected from the city at large.
On April 18th, Michael J.
Dillon wins by a slim margin
of 22 votes to become New
Rochelle’s first Mayor.

Mayor Michael J. Dillon

Former Anshe Sholom, Bonnefoy Place

1900
New Rochelle enters a
period of rapid growth with
14,720 residents, up from
9,057 in 1890.
1902
As the centerpiece for
their new residential park,
christened Beechmont,
developers Eugene and John
Lambden dam the Pine Brook
to create Beechmont Lake.
1903
Loew’s Theater opens on
Main Street on May 18th.
1904
Wykagyl Country Club,
founded in Pelham in 1898,
moves to land it rents from
Livingston Disbrow. The
original course, laid out by
Lawrence E. Van Etten, is
in play by 1905.

College of St. Angela

1904
College of St Angela is
founded by the Reverend
Mother Irene Gill of the
Ursuline Order. The first
Catholic woman’s college
in New York state, the
school is named the College
of New Rochelle in 1911.

Ragtime Era
1906
George M. Cohan’s musical
comedy “Forty Five Minutes from Broadway” opens
on January 1st. The musical
smash is about New Rochelle
and makes fun of the young
city’s country bumpkins as “a
fine bunch of rubens” with
“whiskers like hay”.
1907
New Rochelle’s first
Columbus Day parade
organized by the Italian
community.
1909
The Woman’s Suffrage Club
began meeting at the home
of Mrs. Charles Bourgoine on
Echo Avenue. The suffragists
choose a big elm tree at the
corner of Main and Church
Streets at which to speak to
crowds who gather near their
big blue, white and yellow
banner reading “Votes For
Women.” Eight years later
women get the right to vote.
United Home for Hebrews, on
Pelham Road, is founded by
Salomon J. Manne.
Edwin Thanhouser establishes
Thanhouser Film Corporation
on the corner of Warren and
Grove Street. Thanhouser’s
“Million Dollar Mystery” is
one of the first serial motion
pictures. After a devastating
fire in 1913 (captured on
film), the studio moves to Main
Street, near Echo Avenue.
Thanhouser Company filming in front of former
New Rochelle High School (now City Hall)

1910
The Hudson Park Yacht
Club is formed. Three years
later, the club receives its
charter and is named the
Echo Bay Yacht Club. By
1923, the club takes ownership of Echo Island and its
buildings and establishes a
mainland shore station
with a launch operating
between the two.

1913
New Rochelle celebrates
the 225th anniversary of its
founding with a parade and
a reception attended by the
Mayor of La Rochelle, France.
Festivities include a “Grand
Water Spectacle and Pageant”
and the unveiling of the
Jacob Leisler statue near the
entrance to Broadview Avenue
by the Huguenot Chapter of
the Daughters of the
Revolution. The bronze
statue was designed by Solon
H. Borglum, brother of the
Mount Rushmore sculpture.

1911
New Rochelle Humane
Society is formed following
dog quarantine controversy.
1912
The New Rochelle Art
Association begins. Through
the years its members will
include such celebrated
artists and illustrators as
Norman Rockwell, Nell
Brinkley, Courtney Allen,
Ugo Mochi, Wilbur Crane,
Joseph Leyendecker, George
Brehm, Remington Schuyler
and a host of others.

225th Grand Water Spectacle

Jacob Leisler Statue

World War I and
the Roaring Twenties
1917
A local woman and activist,
Haganoush Kazanjian,
mobilizes the city’s Red
Cross chapter to handle Army
Volunteers who jam the city
to get to Fort Slocum to enlist
during World War 1.
Approximately 5,000 are
housed and fed by New
Rochelleans, many at the
Knights of Columbus Hall
on Centre Avenue. When the
men leave the city, each
contributes ten cents to leave
a memorial of thanks to the
people of New Rochelle.
Over 1,300 New Rochelleans
fight in WWI. Many are with
the 165th Regiment.

1918
Salesians of Don Bosco
purchase former Stephenson
Mansion on New Rochelle’s
waterfront. Once the home of
John Stephenson, the
inventor of the trolley car,
it becomes the administrative
offices of the Eastern
Province of the Salesians

1923
Anna Jones, a New Rochelle
High School graduate,
becomes the first black
woman to be admitted to the
New York State Bar. Two of
New Rochelle’s daily
newspapers, The Evening
Star, established in 1911
by Robert Lucas Forbes, and
The Standard, first issued in
1909, merge to become The
Standard Star.

1925
Thomas Alva Edison
attends ground breaking of
the Thomas Paine Memorial
Building on North Avenue.
The New Rochelle Yacht
Club, on Harrison Island, is
destroyed by fire; it is later
rebuilt and stands for four
more decades before another
fire strikes the last blow.

1926
New Rochelle High School,
modeled after a French
chateau, is built on its
current site on North
Avenue. The first traffic light
is erected in the City and is
situated at North Avenue
and Winyah (now Lincoln).

1924
Starin’s islands are acquired
by Westchester County and
transformed into Glen Island
Park. The islands are later
filled in to create one island,
which is connected to the
shore by a bascule bridge.

1927
New Rochelle establishes
fully paid and trained fire
service.

1928
First Presbyterian Church,
designed by the firm of
John Russell Pope, is
completed, replacing one
which burned to the
ground four years earlier.

Depression Era
to World War II
1930
New Rochelle population
hits 54,000, up from
36,213, in 1920. In the
early 30s, it is touted as the
wealthiest city per capita in
New York State, the third
wealthiest in the country.
Over 100 millionaires live in
New Rochelle at this time.

1931
The Port Washington-New
Rochelle Ferry Company
begins to move freight,
passengers and motor cars
from a slip on Fort Slocum
Road to Port Washington.
Wykagyl Country Club
debuts its new course,
designed by legendary A.W.
Tillinghast; member Clare
Briggs – a cartoonist for the
New York Herald Tribune who
is widely syndicated – makes
the club famous with a
series of golfing cartoons.
1937
The New York- Westchester-Boston Railroad, a
subsidiary of the New Haven
Railroad, is discontinued.
The plush, inexpensive
service had operated through
New Rochelle since 1912.

1937
Henry Heimlich graduates
from New Rochelle High
School: His eponymous
“Maneuver” will save
thousands of choking
victims after its introduction
in 1974, but the doctor also
pioneers lifesaving surgical
procedures and invents a
chest drain valve that saves
thousands of lives during
the Viet Nam war.
During the 1930s, Glen
Island is a mecca for the
great “big bands” including
those of Ozzie Nelson, Les
Brown and the Dorsey
Brothers. In 1939 the Glenn
Miller Orchestra will play a
three-month engagement at
Glen Island Casino; radio
broadcasts put New Rochelle
on the pop music map.

1938
On June 18th, the City
celebrates its 250th anniversary with its biggest parade
ever. Governor Herbert
H. Lehman, the U.S.
Postmaster General
and a number of visiting
dignitaries from La Rochelle
watch from the reviewing
stands as 5,000 marchers
parade along the spectator-lined streets.

1940
Iona College is founded by
Irish Christian Brothers.
It had been founded as an
elementary and preparatory
school by Brother Doorley
in 1916.

1944
Thurman Bodie becomes
the first African American
elected by his fellow students
to serve as president of the
General Organization at New
Rochelle High School.

1941
The cartoon character
Mighty Mouse is created at
the Terrytoons Studio in New
Rochelle. Terrytoons, created
by Paul Terry in 1929, would
produce cartoons for 10,000
movie theaters across the
country.

1945
New Rochelle purchases
New Rochelle Coal and
Lumber Company on Echo
Bay for development
into a Marina.

1943
Jerome Kohlberg graduates
from New Rochelle High
School: After serving in the
Navy he attends college
on the GI Bill (Swarthmore
College, Harvard Business
School and Columbia Law
School) and becomes the
“pioneer of the leveraged
buyout.” He is described by
Forbes as one of the
richest men in the world.

1945
By the end of World War II,
over 2,000 New Rochelle
residents had served. 197
gave the supreme sacrifice.

Post War Growth
and Growing Pains
1950
Lou Jones graduates from
New Rochelle High School.
In 1955 he becomes an
Olympic athlete, setting the
400 meter world record at
the Pan American Games in
Mexico in 1955 and winning
a gold medal as part of the
4 x 400 meter relay team at
the 1956 Summer Olympics
in Melbourne, Australia.

1949
Hartley House, the first of the
city’s three low-income public
housing developments to be
built in the next decade, is
completed.

1961
New Rochelle’s elementary
schools are desegregated by
court order: 267 children
from all-black Lincoln School
are transferred into the city’s
eleven other elementary
schools. The Taylor case is
the first desegregation case
brought in a northern city
after Brown V. Board of
Education, and when the
New Rochelle Board of
Education loses its final
appeal all Lincoln School
area children are transferred
to other schools and Lincoln
School is eventually
demolished.

1950
The U.S. Army takes over Fort
Slocum from the Air Force for
use as a School for Chaplains
and an Armed Forces
Information School.

1954
Antonio Valencia moves from
a rural part of Mexico to serve
as live-in houseman for
former Mayor Vergara and his
wife. Over the next decades
thousands from Mr. Valencia’s
native home—the mountain
communities of Cotija,
Quitupan and Jiquilpan—
follow him to New Rochelle.
El padrino, as he is known,
helped them find jobs,
housing and a new life.
Antonio Valencia (far right)

1958
When Robert Moses’ vision
for the New England Thruway
is implemented it cuts New
Rochelle in half; nevertheless, when the New Rochelle
section of Interstate I-95
opens there is a grand “transportation parade,” as the city
celebrates the expanded
business opportunities the
Thruway will provide.
1959
The Civic and Commerce
Association becomes the
“Chamber of Commerce of
New Rochelle.”

Attorney Paul Zuber
with Mr. and Mrs. Taylor,
litigants in the 1961
desegregation case

1963
New Rochelle’s current City
Hall opens in the former
Albert Leonard High School
on North Avenue.
Andrea Mitchell graduates
from New Rochelle High
School; she works her way up
from “copy boy” at a radio
station to reporter for NBC
News. In 1994 she becomes
Foreign Affairs Correspondent, appearing regularly on
NBC Nightly News and Today
and hosting her own show on
MSNBC.
1967
Alan Menken graduates
from New Rochelle High
School; in 1982 he scores a
hit off-Broadway with Little
Shop of Horrors and goes on
to write music for a string of
Disney animated classics
including The Little Mermaid,
Pocahantas, Aladdin, The
Hunchback of Notre Dame,
Beauty and the Beast, and
Hercules as well as Broadway
musicals like Newsies.

A Changing City
1968
New Rochelle High School
is largely destroyed by fire.
The school is rebuilt over the
next two years, with students
attending class in temporary
trailers.
The Mall opens on the former
site of St. John’s Methodist
Episcopal Church, which was
torn down for the urban renewal project. Macy’s is the
sole anchor store.
1971
The Hugh A. Doyle Center
opens. Built by DeRaffele
Manufacturing Company in
New Rochelle, the new senior
center offers community
elders hot lunches, a library,
a movable stage, and rooms
for games, crafts, sewing and
photography. In 1977,
following the death of Hugh
A. Doyle, it is named for the
former two-term councilman.

1972
New Rochelle native Don
McLean releases the album
American Pie. The single
becomes the number-one U.S.
hit for four weeks in 1972.
1974
The New Rochelle Council
on the Arts is created by the
New Rochelle City Council
to stimulate and encourage
the study and presentation of
the performing and fine arts
and to increase public interest and participation. NRCA
sponsors an array of art
exhibitions, theatrical
productions, dance recitals,
film screenings, lectures, and
concert series over the next
four decades.

1976
“Ragtime”, a novel written by
New Rochelle resident E.L.
Doctorow was released and
later became a major motion
picture. Other celebrated
works include “Welcome to
Hard Times”, “Loon Lake”
and “Worlds Fair”.
1979
The main branch of the
New Rochelle Public Library
moves from Main Street and
Pintard Avenue to a newly
rehabilitated and constructed
building – a former parking
garage on Lawton Street.
The Farmers Market begins
each Friday, farmers and
growers, including some from
the Amish community truck
in fresh produce for sale on
Anderson Street.

1981
Five Islands Park is dedicated
on the city’s waterfront.
1986
East Coast Arts Theater opens
its premier season at “Wildcliff” in New Rochelle. Today,
the nationally recognized
drama group showcased
new plays in the renovated
Gothic-style building which
was first designed by A.J.
Dowling as a residence in
1855, and later used as a
children’s museum.
1987
New Rochelle is awarded the
U.S. Conference of Mayor’s
City Livability Award.
Rochelle Park and Rochelle
Heights are designated as
the first landmark districts
in New Rochelle. Rochelle
Park is often cited as being
the third planned “residential
park” in the country, developed in the late 1800’s.

Into the 21st Century
1988
New Rochelle celebrates
300 years.
1997
The Huguenot Children’s
Library at 794 North Avenue
opens its doors. The building had been a branch of the
New Rochelle Public Library
but had been closed in 1991
due to budget cuts and then
damaged by an arson fire. It
is renovated through a grassroots effort, with community
members completing much
of the work through “sweat
equity”, and reopened as the
only dedicated children’s
library in Westchester.

1997
Swedish furniture retailer,
Ikea, first proposes a “big
box” furniture and home
furnishings store in the City
Park Redevelopment area of
New Rochelle. After a
community outcry Ikea pulls
out in January 2001.
1999
New Roc City is completed.
Replacing The Mall, the $190
million entertainment
complex features a 19-screen
movie theater, an IMAX
theater, an indoor ice-hockey
arena, mini-golf, go karts, an
arcade, restaurants, a hotel,
loft-apartments and a
mega supermarket.

2011
The 25-story Avalon-onthe-Sound I rises above
New Rochelle’s former
tallest building, the 1929
“K” Building that is located
just a block away.

2000
The New Rochelle Downtown
Business Improvement
District (BID) is created.The
non-profit association of over
800 businesses and property owners concentrates on
economic development, new
business and new investment.
The BID becomes instrumental
in preserving the
architectural and historical
integrity of downtown.
The U.S. Census of 2000
records New Rochelle’s
population as 72,182
people: The racial makeup
of the city is 68% White,
19% African American,
0.20% Native American,
4% Asian, 0.05% Pacific
Islander, 6% from other
races, and 3% from two or
more races. 20% of the
population is Hispanic or
Latino of any race. 27% is
foreign-born. The median
income is $55,513 and the
median age is 37 years.

Before

After

Approaching the 325th
2006
The new wing of New
Rochelle High School is completed, and is home to the
Museum of Arts and Culture
(MAC), the only chartered
museum in a New York State
school. Created by the New
Rochele Fund for Educational
Excellence to provide gallery
space for students and an
on-site museum for traveling
exhibitions and shows by professional artists, the MAC’s
first exhibit is about Norman
Rockwell’s illustrations and
his years in New Rochelle.

2008
The Heritage Award program
is initiated. Each year,
properties with historical,
cultural and/or architectural
significance are recognized
and awarded with an
attractive sign.

2007
New Rochelle’s skyline
changes when the 40-story
Trump Plaza condominium is
completed. The next year, the
39-story Avalon-on-the-Sound
East of rental apartments,
opens.

Business week cites New
Rochelle as the No. 1 place
in state to raise children, and
Prevention magazine and the
American Podiatric Medical
Association rank New
Rochelle as one of the top
100 Best Walking Cities in
America.

2009
The demolition of structures
that once comprised the Fort
Slocum military base is
completed. The federal
project is managed by the
U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers.
2010
The U.S. Census of 2010
records New Rochelle’s
population as 77,606 people:
The racial makeup of the city
is 65.2% White, 19.3%
African American, 0.50%
Native American, 4.2% Asian,
0.1% Pacific Islander, and
3.3% from two or more
races. 27.8% of the population is Hispanic or Latino
of any race. 27.4% is
foreign-born. The median
income is $65,549 and the
median age is 38.4 years
young.

2011
New Rochelle City School
District conducts a year-long
50th anniversary commemoration of the 1961 desegregation case Taylor vs. the New
Rochelle Board of Education.
The New Rochelle Walk of
Fame is dedicated on Library
Green. Twenty-five nationally
notable individuals with
distinct ties to New Rochelle
are inducted during the
first year. Their lives and
contributions to America are
described on interpretive
signs with graphics and
photographs.

2012-2013
New Rochelle High School
has a banner year in sports:
The football team wins the
New York State Class AA.
State Championship title for
2012, and New Rochelle’s
Junior Varsity (JV) and Varsity
cheerleading teams win the
2013 national championships
– a first for NRHS – while the
Cruz sisters, Cassidy and
Jessie, win the New York
State Doubles Tennis
championship. New
Rochelle’s basketball team
makes the State Finals after
senior Kahlil Edney becomes
an international sensation
with an improbable 55-foot
buzzer-beater to complete
a come-from-behind
victory over Mount Vernon in
the New York Section 1 Class
AA championship game.
Running Back Ray Rice,
part of New Rochelle High
School’s 2003 championship
football team, helps the
Baltimore Ravens win
Super Bowl XLVII.

Paws Place, a 1.5 acre,
fenced-in area that allows
dogs to run off-leash, is
carved from the 63-acres
of Ward Acres Park.

2008
The much-beloved Thruway
Diner closes and is demolished. The building was a
classic diner structure by
New Rochelle-based
DeRaffele Manufacturing
Company, one of the largest
manufacturers of diners and
restaurant facilities in the
United States.

2013
New Rochelle Celebrates
325 Years!

