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The notes below reflect the public feedback given at the June 8, 2015 workshop on
incorporating sustainable development goals, targets, and strategies into the City’s
comprehensive plan.

Energy & Climate

Strategy Recommendations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Develop community motivation and education strategies for behavioral change.
Create sustainability plan for municipal buildings (primarily public schools).
Provide education for facility staff of municipal buildings to understand the life cycle
costs, etc. of energy projects (also focus on schools).
Install motion sensor/ timing lighting for municipal buildings.
All new construction and renovation should be built to net zero ready standards.
Encourage distributed generation and microgrid technology at district scale.
Commit to the 2030 challenge.
No further development in the 100-year floodplain.
Solar panels for municipal buildings (align w/ Solarize Westchester).
Facilitate segment-specific education on renewables (i.e. students, business owners,
homeowners, etc.).
Offer economic incentives for businesses to use renewables.
Prioritize projects based on time, cost, and impact.
Determine big energy users and set limits on them.
Expand fleet of electric city vehicles.

•
•

Provide education on wind energy (options and benefits).
Create incentive program for water usage audits.

Resource Conservation & Waste Reduction

Strategy Recommendations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The city should identify areas with weak infrastructure that should be addressed
Create an incentive program for individuals and neighborhoods for composting
The legislature should prohibit the use of plastic bags at stores; (Ditto)
More mandatory measures for resource conservation and waste reduction for
households and business
Target suggestion: Reduce annual per capita non-recycled solid waste by 30% by
2030
Require businesses to participate in recycling
Encourage the school district to confirm recycling of recyclable waste and to
increase amount of school recycling
Within school system, prohibit the use of Styrofoam trays
Reduce food waste by educating organizations about donation options
Educate citizens on best practices for reducing water consumption for gardening or
landscape irrigation
Develop an incentive program to promote increased recycling
Create an education program about the benefits to the community of recycling
Consider programs to reduce construction and demolition debris or increase the
recycling of such material
The City should establish an e-waste recycling program

Ecology, Biodiversity & Health

Strategy Recommendations
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Utilize existing water resources to benefit the public
o Rain gardens (strategy 7)
o “Living machines” – use land buffers between sidewalk and street to filter
rainwater
o Treating storm water runoff
Use rainwater collected in residential gutters; use rain barrels, cisterns
Plant more trees to aid climate
Tree donation initiative
o Encourage residents to plant trees in front of house (strategy 9)
Target suggestion: Set a goal for number of trees planted in certain timeframe
Plant trees and other plants that are high efficiency (ex. perennials)
o Male vs. female trees to combat pollen issues
Improve planting process to minimize tree loss
o Structural soils under pavement
o Install / retrofit permeable streets, sidewalks
Use permeable sidewalks and driveways to promote tree growth - so they don’t
have to cut them down (strategy 13)
Gardening aspect should be stressed more
Replace use of salt for snow with sand and fine grit (strategy 4, 10)
Consider environmental impact of eating habits - e.g. water use, pollution from
manure, amount of pesticides that is healthy for people AND planet (strategy 18, 21)
Use and promote alternatives to asphalt driveways
o Low-maintenance alternatives to blacktop
More parks, especially by waterfront
Fix gap between laws and enforcement
o Ex. Trees cannot be cut down without approval, but they are cut down
anyway
o Lack of environmental enforcement (lack of resources/inspectors)

•

•
•

Use school resources and gardens to further educate students on importance of
sustainability (strategy 2, 17)
o Make use of existing efforts, just expand knowledge/expertise
Promoting healthy communities in public housing (exercise, community healthy
cooking, taking care of facilities, etc.)
Webinars and podcasts to educate the community on environment and
sustainability

Smart Growth & Economic Prosperity

Strategy Recommendations
• Business Institution – Set up an institution that encourages businesses in the
community; an institution run by the government that helps entrepreneurs develop
business plans and guides them in the implementation of the business.
• Tax Benefits – Provide tax benefits for new businesses in order to encourage
entrepreneurship in New Rochelle.
• Alternative City Center – Create destinations in addition to downtown that promote
ethnic and cultural diversity and commerce. (This will lead to more commercial
activity in other neighborhoods in New Rochelle and also alleviate traffic in the
downtown area.)
• New Rochelle Art Fest – Promote the annual art fest more aggressively beyond New
Rochelle in order to attract more artists and visitors.
• Art Scene – Promote New Rochelle as an alternative to Brooklyn for visual and
performing arts. (Seek MTA subsidies for visitors traveling to New Rochelle to
attend the art fest and additional artistic events.)
• Workforce Housing – The city should work with developers to set aside space for
city employees so they can live and work in the community.

• Natural Assets – Promote the natural assets of New Rochelle (e.g., promote the
shoreline).
• Supermarket – Encourage the building of a small supermarket on North Ave (e.g.,
Trader Joe’s).
• Business Incubator – Add a business incubator in New Rochelle in order to support
and accelerate the process of start-ups by providing them with an array of targeted
resources and services.
• Education – Teach young children in school the importance of recycling and not
littering.
• Target Statements – Review the targets statements (i.e., the “goals” from GreeNR)
for accuracy.

Transportation & Mobility

Strategy Recommendations
•

•

•

•
•
•

Create a new designation for unusual schedules for parking at the train station.
(Difficult for commuters who leave at times other than 9-5 to find parking spots,
even though they pay for a monthly/weekly parking pass.)
Create a bike plan for middle school and high school students to ride to school.
Create an actual roadway and development
o Begin teaching elementary school students (possibly 5th grade) training and
bike safety.
Install walkways/crosswalks that are red/white outlined to stand out from the
roadway. Possibly make the paths permeable or out of bricks to contrast against the
pavement, so drivers can easily see where the pedestrian pathway is.
Install neon pedestrian sign-guy in center of roadway—a 3D display to catch
driver’s attention.
More hiking/park pathways for recreation.
Secure park-and-rides for bikes that connect to downtown.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

More bike paths for alternative transportation.
More busses. Coordinate with County to get busses passing through more frequently
so more people will take the bus for convenience.
Encourage/require local transportation (e.g., Beeline) to be more energy efficient.
Park-and-rides for Jitneys.
More park-and-rides.
Construct more sidewalks and update current sidewalks (for example: Memorial
Parkway).
Implementation of pedestrian precincts.
Provide a bike rental option. For people who cannot afford to purchase a bike, and
also to encourage biking recreationally on weekends.
Provide more parking garages while reducing street parking.
Provide public transportation to the waterfront.
Expand water-taxi service (expand with NY to encourage visitors)
Create destinations.
Provide safe and secure bike locks at the train station.
Provide more public transit in the city to alleviate congestion.
Provide infrastructure for electric vehicles.
Promote an exit Northbound on the Hutch from 95 to reduce traffic in New Rochelle.
Promote no-stop tolls on I-95.

What are your sustainability priorities?

In addition to the notes taken at each open house station, participants were encouraged to
provide us with their overall sustainability priority. These priorities were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Healthy Communities
Service-rich, walkable communities
Walkability
Walkability and Bikeability
Bike Safety and Environmental Education
More areas for the community to enjoy nature and encourage children’s education
on the environment.
Environmental Education
Education
Education on changing energy efficiency behavior and practices for the better (all
energy consumer segments – residents businesses, bldg. owners, municipality)
Education on the payback/benefits/life-cycle costs of various renewable
technologies, as well as incentives.
Educate People regarding the environmental impact of eating habits—#1 cause of
global warming is Agriculture!
How-to-Gardening
o Adopt a plot in a private home for someone to garden who does not have
outdoor access
o Backyard gardening classes

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Green Infrastructure
Greening the City
Promote recreational destinations
Provide incentives for “New” businesses coming and staying in New Rochelle
Provide incentives to larger retailers to promote commerce in the city and less
outflow to surrounding localities
Provide incentives to promote commerce and keep business in New Rochelle
Equity: Economic, Racial, and Environmental
Incentives to fund more art projects
Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Waste Reduction

