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Figure 4.35
CLOSEST MUTUAL AID TRAVEL TIME COVERAGE
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The map in Figure 4.35 also shows that the vast majority of the City is reachable by a
neighboring department in the event of a multiple alarm fire and more manpower or
apparatus are needed. This is fortunate for New Rochelle. In a first-response situation,
most areas are within the target travel time, however in situations where all or nearly all
NRFD resources are busy, these resources would likely be requested to standby at a City
fire station, but this map can represent the capabilities of neighboring resources as an
automatic aid delivery, cooperative services, or regional consolidation deployment.
The discussion above was initially prefaced that, in concept, the closest mutual aid
resource is utilized. This is not always the case for various reasons that some departments
feel are more important than simply proximity. These relate primarily to availability and
readiness. If the neighboring fire department is not a career-staffed department or one that
has required duty by volunteers in sufficient number to man apparatus appropriately, a
receiving aid department may feel that this resource is too unreliable to count on in a
multiple alarm, mass casualty, or disaster situation. By the time appropriate resources are
called for in terms of the request/s, much time would be wasted.
Readiness pertains to the level of training that the neighboring fire resource holds to as a
standard. An unskilled or under-skilled labor force could be considered dangerous to the
career crew and ultimately themselves and citizens of the City. It is for these two reasons
that many departments utilized resources that are not necessarily proximal for mutual aid
requests. In New Rochelle, the order that mutual aid resources are summoned has been
defined by the fire department and adhered to by the dispatch center. Figure 4.36 is the
request order for mutual aid for the New Rochelle Fire Department.

114

Risk Analysis and Facilities

Figure 4.36
MUTUAL AID REQUEST ORDER FOR NRFD

The Yonkers Fire Department is listed as the first call for mutual aid when an engine,
truck, and/or Rescue unit is needed. The closest Engine and Ladder Trucks operate on
Yonkers eastside, closest to New Rochelle although the exact unit is ultimately up to the
Yonkers FD at the time of the call. For instance, the apparatus in the Yonkers FD Station
on Fortfield Street is reported11 to be often utilized primarily due to its easy access to the
Saw Mill River Parkway and then reaching to New Rochelle via the Cross County
Parkway. According to the geographic travel model, this station takes about eleven and a
half minutes (0:11:30) to reach NRFD Station 3, this is the same for the Rescue Unit
coming from Yonkers Headquarters on New School Street further west. Another reason
this station may be chosen is that its area is easily covered by a nearby fire station (Saw
Mill River Road). The Rescue Unit comes from farther west at Yonkers FD Headquarters
on New School Street. Figure 4.37 models the travel time extent into New Rochelle from
the closest stations with an Engine or Truck apparatus on Yonkers east side. This model
assumes that these apparatus are available and responding from their home station.
11

Capt. Barry Nechis. Telephone Conversation 8/7/13
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Figure 4.37
YONKERS FD MUTUAL AID TRAVEL CAPABILITY
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